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The liberation of the Nazi-occupied territories during and after 
the end of the Second World War created the possibility for 
millions of displaced or exiled people to think about restoring 
and continuing their prewar lives. For many of those scattered
throughout Europe and other parts of the world, the search for 
surviving family members and friends began. So far, research 
on exile communities after 1945 has been dominated by
aspects such as the „end of exile“ and „return“, while
institutional re-establishment or the practice of re-continuing a 
new beginning have been largely ignored. This conference 
seeks to examine different practices of reunification and
processes of continuity, not only to bridge research between 
exile, return migration and the founding of new ethnic
communities, but also to focus on an aspect of refugee life in 
Central Europe largely unnoticed so far.................................
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Keynote | 9:30 - 10:30 

1945: Surviving and Living in a Divided World, Michael Gehler (Stiftung Universität Hildesheim)
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